
Welcome Back
Class 4: Revelation- Tradition

Read Yesterday’s Gospel: MT 22:15-21

Try to identify each of the four senses of the passage: 

1. Literal: Who, what, where, why, and what readers of that time would 
have thought? Intent of human and divine authors?

2. Allegorical: What does it tell us about Christ and His love for us?

3. Moral: How does it encourage us to act? What to avoid?

4. Anagogical: What does it tell us about the goal of our lives (i.e. the big 
picture)



Prayer

• Our Father, who art in heaven,

• hallowed be thy name;

• thy kingdom come;

• thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

• Give us this day our daily bread;

• and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;

• and lead us not into temptation,

• but deliver us from evil.

• Amen.



Recap

• Revelation happens in broad stages: events to oral transmission to written form

God’s Events 
in history

Oral 
interpretation

Inspired 
writings



Revelation

• Recall that revelation is a supernatural (above our nature) sharing by 
God of things we would not know or know clearly about God. 



Why Revelation?

• God revealed Himself to us so that we (natural beings) can know Him 
and have a relationship with Him. 



How to read Scripture

• We looked at the 4 senses of Scripture: literal, allegorical, moral and 
anagogical. 

• Some books emphasize one or two senses more than others.



Let’s talk Tradition
•The Church recognizes a basic fact: 

everything we do and read and hear is 
interpreted through a world-view-

i.e. a tradition.



Traditions

• Traditions include actual events and ways of doing 
things

• BUT ALSO ways of looking at things and perceptions. 

• For example, languages reflect the traditions, while also 
embodying and teach them. 

•Tradition is a rich concept!



Everyone is seeing the world through a tradition

•We cannot avoid utilizing a tradition.

•It it mostly unnoticed- but always there.



God’s Gift of Tradition

•The Church recognizes that God’s revelation gave 
us a living influence of grace that continues on 
today as God dwells in His church through the 

Holy Spirit. 

•We call it the Living Tradition or just 
“Tradition” (with a capital T)

•The life of the Church IS this living Tradition



Tradition
•It is the “mind” we put on to understand 
revelation, as well as actual teachings and 
expressions of our encounter with God 
passed down through the ages by the 
Church.



The Big 3: 

1 Be attentive to the content and unity 

of the whole scripture

There is an overarching plan by God that centers on Jesus



2. Read the Scriptures within the living tradition of the 
whole Church

• We look to the interpretive tradition of the Church Fathers and the 
interpretation of the Magisterium over time. 



3. Be attentive to the analogy of faith

• This is the coherence of the truths of faith i.e. the deposit of faith

• A proper understanding of Scripture does not contradict itself



More on Tradition
• Tradition comes from the Latin trader which means to 

“pass along”

• So tradition is the oral and lived transmission of God’s 
revelation

• In fact, it is the primary form of revelation! It came 
first.



Tradition First

• The New Testament did not exist until after the 
Apostles went out and proclaimed the Gospel orally 
and performatively. 

• Eventually some aspects of Tradition were codified in 
writing, but the oral transmission and lived 
experiences never ceased. 

• It preceded and runs parallel with the written 
transmission.



•“ The witness of the apostles and their 
successors in their preaching, liturgy, and 
governance of the Church is the principle 
way in which the apostolic Tradition is 
transmitted to all generations and places, 
imparting vital contact with Jesus Christ…” 

• -Feingold, 194-5 in Faith Comes from What is Heard.



Tradition and the Holy Spirit
• In addition, the main conveyor of tradition is the Holy 

Spirit acting in the Church.

• Jesus told His disciples to proclaim the Gospel, never 
once telling them to write it down.

• Even if they had not written it, everything we would 
need to know for our salvation would continue to be 
handed down in Tradition! 



Scripture itself testifies to Tradition’s 
importance

• 1 Thessalonians 2:13 “which you heard from us…”

• 2 Thes 2:15 “stand firm and hold firm to the traditions which you 
were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by letter.”

• 2 Timothy 1:6, 13-14 “laying on of hands” (an action) “sound words 
which you have heard from me.”

• 2 Tim 2:2 “and what you have heard from me before many witnesses”

• All spoken, not written

• Romans 10:14-17 and 1 Peter 1:12 “faith comes from what is heard.. 
And what is heard comes from the preaching of Christ.” 





Rejection of Tradition

• Famously the Protestant reformation (Lutheran and 
Reformed) rejected tradition as a source of revelation.

• This was summarized in the position of Sola Scriptura 
(Scripture alone)

•But there is always a tradition operative in our 
reception of revelation

• It just got replaced, not purified. 

• The real choice is “which tradition?”



Why Tradition?

•1 Oral tradition predates Sacred Scripture. 

•2. Scripture without a living tradition is dead- having 
no key for interpretation. 

•3. Tradition contains more than is explicitly stated in 
Scripture… 



Big T and little t
• Can Tradition be corrupted? Certainly. 

• Can human traditions creep in? Yep. 

• We can distinguish between:

• 1 authoritative Tradition, 

• 2 and time-bound human traditions that change and adopt over time…

• 3 and human-made traditions that corrupt revelation.. Often called 
heresies

How do we know the difference?

• Luckily Jesus did not leave us hanging…. 



The Magisterium
• Protector of the teachings



Christ knew what He was doing…

• The Scriptures tell us that Christ fulfilled and unified in 
Himself the three OT offices of: 

•Priest (fulfilling the role of Melchizedek, Aaron 
and the Levites as mediators)
•Prophet (fulfilling the roles of Moses, Elijah, etc..)
•King (as a Son of David Hes was the royal 
messiah)



Jesus shared these functions to His followers

• At His ascension Jesus gave a share of all three of these 
functions to His Church. 

• Specifically the sharing of revelation belongs to the 
Prophetic Office

• Prohetes (Gr) means one who speaks to another



The Magisterium

•Magisterium is the term used to designate the 
Church’s function of teaching. 

•A magisterium is a “master” or teacher

•The Magisterium is thus the teaching authority 
of the Church given by Christ which teaches holy 
doctrine (holy teaching).

• It fulfills the prophetic office of the Church



•In this role the Church teaches with Christ’s 
authority.

•Jesus gave us a perennial guide to know 
which Tradition is T and which is “t” and 
which is just plain wrong.



Why a teaching function?

“In order to perform this function the Church needs 
persons and offices with the competence to speak in 
the name of God.” –Dulles, 4

• When Christ imparted this gift, He was meeting a real human need.



Magisterium: Is and Is not

• The Magisterium does not have the power to proclaim 
new revelation.

• It is not an original source of revelation, but a witness 
to it, and a protector of it.

• For instance, the Magisterium does not “make” 
revelation, rather it does recognize and receive 
revelation and properly interprets it when needed.



Magisterium and Tradition

• The Magisterium is closely tied to Tradition:

• It’s teachings are one of the forms of tradition that are concrete (doctrine)

• Scripture (the written expression of Tradition) is identified by the canon via 
the Magisterium

• The liturgy is the tradition expressed in ritual where Grace itself is received

• We find concrete expressions in the writings of the Fathers and certain 
theologians and spiritual writers (Doctors of the Church)

• And we see true Tradition in the collective sense of the faithful (sensus
fidei) ccc 92



Summary: An interconnected reality

Magisterium

Trad

SS



End and Discussion
•Read the following and discuss: Luke 10:16, Matthew 16:13-

20, Matthew 28: 18-20, John 20:21

What is Christ saying about the apostle’s role in teaching in 
each verse? How is Jesus sharing His authority? 

•How can we participate in our own way in passing on the 
traditions of the Faith? 

•How can we create traditions in the lives of our families to 
bring a relationship with God into it?

• Next week: ch 3 and next Symbolon


